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© MIDDLETON 8 


„ DISCOURSE, 


Or an Attempt to prove @ Priori that no 
MIRACULOUS POWER ever 

ſubſiſted IN THE CHURCH after the 

Times of the APOSTLES. _ 


TX THEN I reflect on the great Diſadvan- 
W tages a Writer lays under, that takes 
| up his Pen againſt any received Piece 
of Antiquity : That theſe too are all heightened 
when he employs it in Oppoſition to a Cauſe, that 
has ever been eſteem'd the Fence and Barrier of 
our Religion, OY I conſider the Force and Ob- 
A ſitinacy 
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ſtinacy of Prejudice, and that Biaſs we naturally 


fall into, in iivour of what ſeems to influence our 


Practice or = x Principles: I find myſelf at 
a Loſs for Reſolution enough to bear up againſt 
the Clamours and Cenſures of the World, which 
are inſeparably connected with a Privation of 
antient Property, and generally riſe in Propor- 
tion to the apparent Weight and Importance of 
me Eo. © © N 8 


And, indeed, had not the Introductory Diſcourſe 
broke thro? theſe Obſtacles, and paved the Way 


for further Coſwiction 25 Nothing could have in> 


ſpired me with the Courage of entering on this ar- 
duous Taſk. Tis to that therefore the Public is 
obliged, If there is any Thing in theſe Sheets, that 
can contribute to the Security of Chriſtianity and 
the Proteſtant Cauſe: For however Men may be 
diſpoſed to think, that an Undertaking of this Na- 
ture is rather prejudicial to the Intereſt of our Re- 
ligion, by removing thoſe Fences and Barriers, 
in which a great Share of its Strength has been 
thought to conſiſt: The reaſonable Part of the 
World plainly ſees, that a weak Forrreſs muſt ſub- 
ject a State to more Inconveniencies, than if it had 
none; and lay it more open to the Invaſion of the 
Enemy, than when its whole Strength is collected 


together, and it is itſelf attentive to every Motion 


and Attack of the Invader. | 


But here lies the Difficulty : Chriſtianity has 
| been. 
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— 
been under the Protection of theſe Outworks near 
1700 Years, and that without the leaſt Suſpicion 
of their Strength and Security: And no Wonder; 
ſince from the Beginning of that Period, till the Re- 
formation, they have been in the Hands of Men, 
whoſe Eccleſiaſtical Intereſt is ſo nearly connected 
with theirs, that no Accident can befal the Latter, 
without ſenfibly wounding the Former. Every 
Principle and Ceremony of the Papiſts is derived 
from the Fathers, and all the Pageantry of their 
Church and Lucrative Poſts of their Minifters in- 
troduced and ſettled by them: Can any Man there- 
fore be ſurprized at their Alertneſs on all Occafions 
to riſe up in Defence of Miracles, when their very 
Church is founded on them, their Zeal fired with 
mercenary Views, and all back*d with the preva- 
lent Force of Prejudice? MES HE F 


But, indeed, tis but of late, they have been ſo 
much as alarmed : Luther was the firſt Man that 
had Courage to deſert their Cauſe. Before him, 
including all Europe within the Pale of the Church; 
they had no Enemy to fear without, and were ne- 
ver before put to the Tryal of their Strength. 


From the Reformation, The Introductory Diſcourſe 


has abundantly ſhewn, that the free Exerciſe of 
Mens Thoughts have been precluded by the Po- 
piſb Caſt of our Princes; ſo that very near to this 
Time Popery has reign'd deſpotic and without Con- 
troul. Now then, I would aſk any unprejudiced 
Man, whether it is in the leaſt ſurprizing, a bad 
| | 14 2 Cauſe 
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dangerous Inſinuations of others. 


[6] 
Cauſe thus powerfully ſupported by Intereſt, and 
oppoſed by none, ſhould be able to hold up its 
Head and ſtand its Ground, tho? for ſo long a Se- 
ries of Years? This can at beſt but give it a condi- 
tional Merit, which vaniſhes at its being brought 
to the Teſt, and ſubmitted to the Examination of 
an accurate Inquirer. If theſe Conſiderations. be 
allowed to have their due Effect, I believe it will 
appear, that the pretended Miracles of the Fathers 
are a Weak and Deceitful Prop to Religion: That 
Chriſtianity ſtands upon a much firmer Baſis with- 
out their Aſſiſtance; nay, that an Infidel can't at- 
tack it with more Succeſs than from this Quarter. 
By this Means Popery is at once diſarm'd of its 
Weapons, and a real Service done our Religion, 
in Spite of the erroneous Suggeſtions of ſome, and 


Before I enter on my Deſign, I beg Leave juſt 
to ſettle the Grounds of the Diſpute in Hand, 
which I find ſome of our Champions in Contro- 
verſy with all their Polemic Skill, have abſolutely 
miſtaken. It is with great Concern I ſee them 
combating Chimæras of their own Brain, and ſpend- 
ing their Force on Shadows of their own Imagi- 
nation, when they have thought they have been in 
cloſe Engagement with Doctor Middleton. The 
Doctor's Aſſertion is comprehended in the follow- 
ing Terms: No Miraculous Power ever ſub/iſted 
in the Church, in any Age, after the Times of the 
Apoſtles. The Meaning of which I conceive wv be 

| this: 
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this: That the whole Body of its Prelates and 
Prieſts were never inveſted with ſuch a Power, 
that they could after the Manner of the Apoſtles 
work Miracles in Confirmation of Chriſtianity 
whenever the Underſtanding ſuggeſted their Uſe, 
or the Cauſe of Religion ſeem'd to require their 
Aſſiſtance. Firſt then, this is a General Power the 
Doctor points to: For I can't comprehend, how 
it is poſſible to call that a Power ſubhſiſting in 8 
Church with any Propriety, which a private Man 
is inveſted with, and exerciſes for his own Uſe. 
| Secondly, It is a Power of working Evidential Mi- 
racles and not Previdential Ones. And this ap- 
pears as well from the Scope and Tendency of the 
whole Introductory Diſcourſe, as the Contraſt be- 
tween the Fathers and Apoſtles, after the Times of 
the Apoſtles. Why after the Apoſtles ? If he does 
not intend the ſame Power they were poſſeſſed of, 
which every one knows was employed in the Sup- 
port of Religion, and under no Limitations or Re- 


ſtraint. 


From this View of the Queſtion, tis plain, we ad- 
mit, or at leaſt do not reject, the miraculous Power 
of thoſe, on whom we are aſſured from the Teſti- 
mony of Scripture itſelf, it was conferred by the 
Apoſtles. We admit likewiſe all thoſe well atte/ted 
Miracles, that have been wrought without the Pre- 
cintts of the Church, the Credit of ſome of which 
can hardly be diſputed, and whoſe Uſe and Ad- 
vantage was never queſtioned : I mean thoſe Pro- 

vidential 
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vidential ones, which God has permitted for wiſe 
Purpoſes, whether to rouze the Attention of the. 


Pagan World to the Contemplation of Nature, 


and ſo to the Adoration of its Author: Or to vin- 


dicate its Proceedings from the Imputation of a 
fatal Neceſſity: Nay, we ſtill go further, and 
allow the Production of ſome Miracles even within 


the Limits and Juriſdiction of rxhe Church: i. . We 


don't think it at all improbable, that God may 
make even ſome of the Fathers themſelves the In- 
ſtruments of his Omnipotence, and uſe them occa- 
ſionally as he did the Heathens as Agents in Pro- 
vidential Miracles. No Hereſy in Religion, nor 
Error in Principle will render a Man an improper 
Object of the Exerciſe of God's Power: Both 
Good and Bad have, in all Ages of the World, 
been ſubſer vient to his Uſe : And I can fee no Rea- 
ſon, that God ſhould not diſplay his Almighty 
Power, by the Means of a Poor Credulous Father, 
as he has often done it in the Perſon of an Infa- 
mous Pagan. Tis in vain then to inſiſt as A. 
* Brooke has done, on this Miraculous Power con- 


ferr'd on ſome Men by the Apoſtles : For they do 


not come within the Limits of the preſent Queſtion. 


To no Purpoſe alſo is it to talk of the Little F 
| | Proba- 
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* See his Defence of the primitive Fathers. | : - 
+ Vid. Letter to Mr. BOOK E on his Defence of the Primitive Fa- 


thers. I am not certain, on what Side in the Controverſy to place this 


Writer. I think I1 can trace ſeveral Marks in his Performance, that 


give his Compliment a very different Turn from what is generally ima- 


gined ; and, if I am not miſtaken, he has at once given a Specimen of 
the moſt refin'd Irony, and a Proof of his ſtrong Attachment to the 
MippIETON IAN Cauſe, | 
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Probability there is of one Miracle eſtaping tbe 
univerſal Shipwreck of the Primitive Times: When 
it is declared, we take upon us, to exterminate no 
other, than ſuch evidential ones, as are pretended 
to be the Effects of that Power, which has been 
generally thought to ſubſiſt in the Church. Let 
providential Miracles have all the Force they de- 
ſerve: But let not the evidential ones of the Church 
interfere, and deſtroy their good Tendency and 
Influence. I ſhall ſpend no Time in the Confuta- 
tion of particular Miſtakes; but enter on my 

Deſign without further Delay. 


*Tis abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Notions 
we have of the Supreme Being, that he would 
ſuffer a Angle real Miracle to be wrought in Sup- 
port of a falſe Religion. i. e. Tis abſolutely 
impoſſible an Impoſtor could call upon real Mira- 
cles, to atteſt the Truth of a Religion, contrary 
to the preſent Scheme of Chriſtianity. Signs and 
Wonders he may, as ſhall be ſhewn hereafter. But 
for God to inveſt him with the Power of eſtabliſh- 
ing a falſe Doctrine by Genuine Miracles, would 
defeat the very Intent of our Saviour's Miffion. 
There are indeed other Proofs of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity ; but *tis Miracles Chriſt moſt fre- 
quently appeals to, as unqueſtionable Teſtimonials 
that he came from God. Could an Impoſtor pro- 
duce the ſame Teſtimonials, and by Vertue of them, 
let up a Religion directly oppoſite to his: It muſt 
terminate in the Fall of both. For both being ſur- 

| po nith'd 
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niſh'd with the ſame Seal, and recommending 
themſelves by the {ame Mark of the divine Com- 
miſſion, their Pretenſions are equally good : But 
urging Principles, that are diametrically oppoſite, 
they deſtroy each other*s Force, and undeniably 
prove the Forgery and Impoſture of both. 


If this be admitted in a dire& Apoſtacy from 
Chriſtianity, it will be equally true, in the leaſt 


Deviation from its Principles. For put the Caſe, 


that a Perſon commiſſion*d by God; ſhould lay 
down any Truth, or propoſe the Obſervance of 
any Practice, and in Confirmation of his Com- 
miſſion, produces his #eſtimonial. A Century 
afterward, ſtarts up a Reverend Father and cloſes 


in general with his Principles and Practice; but 


yet on the Strength of a penetrating Eye, fancies 
he ſees a Flaw in one Part of them. Few People, 
I believe, would be determined in Favour of the 
Father, on no other Grounds, than a quick pierc- 
ing Eye, or a nice Diſcernment. But ſuppoſe he 
draws out his Credentials too, and lays them be- 
fore you in Atteſtation of the Truth of his Opi- 
nion. Could you ſtand out againſt the Evidence? 
would you not as readily give Credit to him, as 
you did a little before to the Perſon that . Sm 

| rom 
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* Tho! it ſeems to be pretty clear, that in Matters of Religion, what- 
ever is different, is contrary ; yet, in my future Reaſoning, I ſhall not 
inſiſt on any Things being contrary to the Chriſtian Religion, but what 
either directly cppoſes its Principles, or by a fair Deduction may be ſhwen 


to have that Tendercy. | 
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from God ? but here is a plain Difference in their 
Principles: and the Queſtion is, who has the juſteſt 
Claim to Preference? Their Titles are equally 
good: Tis Nonſenſe to talk of * Doctrine, and 
determine the Queſtion by the Plurity and Worth 
of that; for if once Doctrine is admited as a Teſt 
of Miracles, beſides the Abſurdity of begging the 
Queſtion in the Caſe before us, it will Infallibly 
deſtroy the very Force and Efficacy of all Mira- 
cles. And tho' we allow there is not a direct Op- 
| poſition in the Scope and Tendency of the I Hole 
Syftem of their Religious Duties; there is in Part. 
And what does it ſignify Part or hole, when re- 
ferr*d to God and Truth. If God ſends a Religion 
into the World with his S/amp and Impreſſion : 
Every Part of it muſt be true, and the leaſt Fal- 
ſity or Flaw muſt expoſe the Forgery. In ſhort, 
it any Part is ſpurious, why may not @//? and if 
I cannot be aſſured of the Divinity and Truth of 
every individual Part, neither can I of the hole. 
How then are we to determine this Difficulty ? 
there is a Contrariety by the Hypotheſis : And if the 
leaſt be admitted, the Concluſion is inevitable, they 

muſt both be rejected. So then it ſeems, however 
ſecure the firſt Perſon was in his Principles, or 
B whatever. 


- _ 
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_ ® Tho” I am perſuaded the Reality of Miracles can never be proved 
from the Doctrine they are intended to inculcate. Yet if any one ſhould 
object this to the Reaſoning above; I ſhall give him no other Anſwer it 
preſent than this; that, If Doctrine is the Criterion of Miracles, the 
Pretenſions of the Fathers and the Church of Roms to Miracks are abfo- 
2 And for this I appeal to every Proteſtant and fait 
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whatever Credit he had gained in the World; on 
the Appearance of the — both Man and Prin- 
ciple muſt fall to the Ground, and involve the 
poor Father in the Common Ruin. I think I can 
apply this Reaſoning with its full Force, and in 
all its Circumſtances, to the preſent Queſtion, and 
ſhew beyond all Manner of Diſpute, that the ad- 
mitting the Miracles of the Fathers is inconſiſtent 
with the Miracles of the Apoſtles, and muſt end 
in the utter Subver/ion of Chriſtianity. 


For have not the Fathers in every Age as ſo- 


lemnly appealed to Heaven, for the Truth of their 


Doctrines, as ever the Apoſtles did? It was at the 
Feaſt of Penticoſt, the latter open'd their Commil- 
ſion, and then declared, they were appointed by 
our Saviour to propagate the Goſpel, and carry on 
the great Work of his Religion : And did not the 
Fathers conſtantly give out, they received the 
Care of the Church from theirs or their Succeſſors 
Hands? (whether they actually did or no does not 
affect the Argument); and by them commiſſion d 
to preſs and inculcate the Religion founded by 
Chriſt, and enlarged by the Apoſtles. Do they not 
pretend the Power of working Miracles was tranſ- 
mitted to them, together with the Care of the 
Church? And don't they laſtly appeal to this 
Power, and actual Execution of it, in Confirma- 
tion of their Aſſertion? What fuller Declaration 
of their Office did ever the Apoſtles themſelves make, 
or could we expect? Both inſiſt on their ons 
10ns, 
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ſions, and both appeal to Miracles in Teſtimony 
of them. Now then, (to purſue the Train of Rea- 
ſoning I before laid down) — ay 5 A 
Examination appear to contra art of 
that of Chriſt's and his Apoſtles: If the Church 
is not form'd on the Plan of the Goſpel; if it was 
er inconfiftent with its ſelf : one or all of theſe re- 
uce it to the Force of this Concluſion; that either 
both were Impoſtors, of one of them has put a 
Forgery on us. Either no Miracles has been work'd 
at all, neither by Apoſtles nor Fathers, or that 
one or other of them has impos'd on us falſe 
ones. On which Side the Concluſion falls hardeſt, 
I will leave the Reader to judge. This, I ſay, is 
the unavoidable — provided amy one of 
the three above-mention*d Suppoſitions are admit- 
ted: the Truth — _ ot need not go about to 
prove to my Proteſtant rs. Foris any T 
plainer than the Abſurdity. of their DoGtines 8 
general? Are not ſome of them diametrically op- 
poſite to the plain Dictates, and the very Genius 
of the Goſpel? Have not Ninety Hereſies ſprung 
up ' amongſt them in the three firſt Centuries? 
Either therefore to repeat the Inference, there were 
zo Miracles wrought by the Apoſtles, or the Fa- 
thers did not work any. Now, as it is inconteſt- 
ably true, that the former work'd real Miracles, 
it follows, the latter did not. But all their pre- 
tended Ones, were either Legendary Tales or For- 
or ry Signs and Wonders. ; 
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This Argument may be employed with the ſame 
Succeſs againſt the Being and Reality of all Mira- 
cles in general, that have been made the Baſis of 
falſe Doctrines, and Syſtems in any Shape contrary 
to that Scheme of Religion our Saviour has eſta- 
bliſned. I don't deny that Providential Miracles 
may be wrought at any Time, and in any Nation. 
But I maintain againſt all the Clamours of Viſion- 
ary Writers, the Production of a Single evidential 
One, in Confirmation of a falſe Religion. Again. 


As a Miracle is the Seal and Mark of the Deity, 
given by Way of Teſtimony, that the Perſon who 
bears it, acts by his Commiſſion and delivers his 
Commands: ſo I can't perſuade myſelf, that ever 

any Man was, or can be, furniſhed with theſe Cre- 
dentials, for the Purpoſe of either eftab/;ſhing or 
propagating a Religion, without being fr/# in- 
ſpired. *Tis well known Moſes and the Apoſtles 
received fr/t their Inſtructions from the Holy Ghoſt, 
before they exerciſed at leaſt the Power of work- 
ing Miracles. And indeed it muſt unavoidably 
defeat the very Intent of Miracles, was Man to 
deliver Doctrines of His own Invention, and pro- 

poſe a Religion of His own Imagination, without 
any Guidance or Direction of the Holy Spirit, and 
confirm them with the inconteſtable Proofs of Mi- 
racles. This Compoſition of Human and Divine 
would ſo perplex and confound our Notions of 
God and Religion, that nothing leſs than a Mira- 


cle could extricate us out of the Labyrinth. = 
| wil 
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' wild Imagination would ſuggeſt nothing but Chi- 
meras: His Paſſions would repreſent every thing 
to him in falſe Lights: And the Weakneſs of his 
Underſtanding expoſe him to innumerable Errors: 
And all this Jumble of Right and Wrong, - Jar- 
n and Abſurdity, to be ſent into the World 
with the Mark and Teſtimonial of Infallibility. 
But this muſt ever be the Caſe: When Miracles 
wrought for the Purpoſes above-mentioned, are un- 
attended with Inſpiration. The Fathers, therefore, 
muſt have been Inſpired too, and their Thoughts 
in Point of Religion under the Influence and direc- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt, If their Pretentions to 
Miracles are ſolid. And if at laſt, it ſnould come 
into any Body's Head to make this Aſſertion; 
this again will wound our Religion in a moſt ſen- 
ſible Part. For it will immediately follow, we 
have not a compleat Scheme of Religion: But 
there Remain ſtill Rites and Ceremonies without 
Number, Principles and Do#rines without Rea- 
ſon, and a Thouſand Legendary Tales to be tacked 
to our Religion, which will ſwell its Size to an 
Znormous Bulk, not to be run thro? in the Com- 
paſs of a Man's Life, nor capable of being levell- 
ed to the Comprehenſion of one in a Thouſand. 
I take no notice of that greateſt of all Abſurdities: 
One indiviſible Holy Ghoſt's inſpiring every indivi- 
dual Man of the Church with contrary Opinions, 
and appearing in different Shapes in different Men, 
and raiſing ninety Hereſies in the Compaſs of the 

three firſt Centuries. i ö 
As 


[ 16 ] 
As ſowe of my Readers, perhaps, are in 

ble of purſuing a long Train of Reaſoning, — 
cially when the Parts of it are at ſome diſtance from 
one another; I will for their uſe draw it into a nar- 
rower Compaſs, that they may take in the Whole 
at one View, and perceive more clearly the Depen- 
dence of one Part on another. Thus, for Inſtance; 
no Miracles can be wrought in Confirmation of a 
Doctrine in any Shape contrary to that eſtabliſh'd 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles : But the pretended 
Miracles of the Church are wrought in ſupport of 
Doctrines in ſeveral Inſtances oppaſite to the plain 
Dictates and very Genius of Chriſtianity: therefore, 
thoſe Miracles were not genuine. I refer the Rea- 
der above for the Proof of each ee wenge 
Aan 7+ | 


If the Miracles of the F a they 
were accompany d with Inſpiration or not; If 
they were: tis plain, we have not a compleat Sy- 
ſtem of Religion, but the New Teſtament muſt 
be defective in innumerable Points: if they were 
ye God has confirm*d a String of wires: and 

all the Abſurdities the Infirmity of Man's Nature 
expoſes him too, by the infallible Teſtimony of 
his own Seal. Since, therefore, One or other of 
theſe Two Abſurdities is unavoidably connected 

ith the Suppoſition of Miracles, it d that 5 
Suppoſition is falſe. 


Beſides theſe two demonfrative Arguments y 
There 


* 
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There: is a Third, which 1 think too confidlerible- 
to be omitted, tho? I believe it does not come up 
to the Force of thoſe already produced. How 


ever, as it will have great Weight in the preſent 
Diſpute, it would be a Piece of Injuſtice to the 


Fartiſans of Dr. Middleton not * mention it. 


5 Anbei een our Saviour andren 
of Chriſtianity againſt the Influence of Sgn8 and- 


Wonders: Matt. 24. 24. There fhall ariſe falſe 
Chriſts and falſe Propbets, and ſball 
Signs and Wonders, inſomuch-that if it were poli- 
ble they ſhall deceive the very Elect. To which I 
ſubjoin $2. Paul's Deſcription of the Coming of 
Lnti-Chrift. 2 Theſſ. 2. 9. Even him whoſe Com- 
iu is after the Working of Satan, with all Power 

and Signs and Lying Wonders. Theſe Paſſages will 
throw a conſiderable Light onthe Controverſy now 
on Foot, and when joined to the Weight of thoſe 
Arguments already produced will, I believe, turn 


the Scale on that Side of the Diſpute Dr. Middle- 


ton has undertaken to maintain. I will firſt make 
the proper Diſtinction between theſe Y/onders and 
Miracles, which I deſign as well an Eclairiſment 
of the former Part of my firſt Argument, as a. 
prope Introduction to freſh Reflections. 


The true and genuine Character of a Miracle is, 
An Extraordinary Operation of God againſt the 
known Courſe and ſeltled Laws of Nature appeal- 
ing to the Senſes. Now as the Courſe of Nature 
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wis feſt begun by his Command, and now conti- 
nues under the Direction of his Providence: It * 
evident no created Powey can make the leaſt Alte- 
ration in its ſettled Laws without the Permiſion 
of God. For this would be deſtructive of the 
Notion we have of the Supreme Being, if any 
Thing is admitted to check or controul his Laws 
without his Approbation, or alter or ſuſpend them 
without his Knowledge or Concern. The one would + 
argue a Defect in his Power, the other of his Pro- 
vidence. No longer ſhould we conſider him the 
Director and Governor of the World, if he left 
the Machine of the Univerſe to the Regulation of 
any other Being. If Miracles then are thus abſo- 
lutely at his Command and Diſpoſal, it cannot be 
ſuppoſed he would transfer this Power to an Evil 
Spirit or falſe Prophet in Atteſtation of a falſe Re- 
ion. On other Occaſions he may, and has done 
it: But to do it when Religion s concern'd, would 
at once invalidate the Teſtimony of Miracles, and 
weaken one of the chief Props of * ) 
*Tis plain then, however great the natural Ca 
city and Power of the Devil or an Evil Spirit may 
be, tis the ſole Prerogative of God to alter the 
minuteſt Law of Nature, or whatever Advantages 
a falſe Prophet or an Anti-Chriſt may derive from 
their Influence and Aſſiſtance, tis as utterly im- 
palſible for them to procure their Cauſe the Sanction 
ot one ſingle Miracle, as it is to ſet the Machine 
in Motion at firſt, and appoint Laws for its Regu- 


lation. From hevice then it 1s pretty clear, the 
Signs 
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Signs and Wonders in the Paſſages above - menti- 
on'd are not Miracles. Becauſe I have juſt now 
made it appear, a Falſe Prophet or an Evil Spirit 
cannot Poſſibly be Inveſted with ſuch a Power. 
But, tho* Miracles are beyond their Reach, It is 
plain from Chrift and St. Paul, that Signs and 
Wonders are not. And Indeed our very Reaſon 
| ſuggeſts to us the Probability of Powers and Capa- 
cities much Superior to Mans. Beings whoſe 
natural Strength 1s capable of producing Wonders 
far beyond the utmoſt Extent of his. And as 
he is ſurpaſs'd in Strength, It is ſtill more proba- 
ble, his Underſtanding falls much ſhort of the 
Subtlety and Penetration of an Intellectual Being. 
With theſe Obſervations then J will introduce the 
following Probable Argument againſt the Miracles 
of the Fathers. b | 


*Tis well known that in the long Liſt of Mira- 
cles the Fathers have tranſmitted to us, there are but 
Few, which will anſwer that Criterion, the Learned, 
I believe in General, have fix*d on, as the Teft and 
Touchſtone of Miracles. But they come more pro- 
perly under theDenomination of Sigus and Wonders. 
Such as were diſtinguiſn'd with ſome aſtoniſhing 
Properties indeed, but ſtill within the Bounds and 
regular Courſe of Nature. As then the Church 
conſtantly appeals to Miracles, and ſolemnly calls 
down the Atteſtation of God, for the Truth of 
its Doctrines. Is it in the leaſt probable (on Sup- 
poſition he favoured them with real Miracles, ) 
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that he would have blended his Credentials, with 
the Signs and Wonders of an Impoſtor? Would 
he have ſuffer d Events, that were capable of be- 
ing tranſacted by an Evil Spirit, to have been 
levelld with the. ſupernatural Works of his Al- 
mighty Power? Would he have weakned his Son's 
Religion, by ſuffering an undiſtinguiſb'd Appeal 
to real Miracles, and the Acts of a created Spirit, 
which our Saviour aſſures us, would actually be 
pt in Execution, by Anti-Chriſt himſelf, and have 
been frequently employed by Falſe Prophets for the 
Eſtabliſhment of a Falſe Religion? Would, in 
ſhort, the God of infinite Mercy have Impoſed on * 
the Underſtanding of the Fair Enquirer, by de- 
manding an Aſſent to the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
which the Szötlety of an Evil Spirit could baffle. 
With all Reyerence to the Lord of ' Lords, I hum- 
2 concei ve he would not. From whence I infer 

t that String of Miracles, we have been amuſ- 
ed with for ſo many Centuries, are all Legendary 
Tales or Signs and Lying Wonders. | 


In the Argument above, it 1s not material of 
what Stamp the Sigus and Wonders were, provided 
they were not real Miracles. But here perhaps, it 
will not be amiſs to offer ſome Conjectures con- 
cerning their Nature and Quality. There are three 
Conſiderations that determine me to think, the 
Signs that our Saviour and St. Paul cautions the 
Chriſtians againſt, are the very ſame, that em- 
ploy'd the Attention and engaged the — 
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of the Fathers. For firſt, no Time is limited for 
their making their Appearance, ſo that it is not 
| Impoſſible they did not ſpring up in their Age; 

2dly, The little Diſcernment the Fathers have diſ- 
covered in the Characteriſtic of Miracles, encreaſes 
the Suſpicion of their being nothing more than aa 
IIluſion of a Spiritual Being: which 3dly, receives 

a greater Degree of Probability, when we reflect 
on the known Credulity they ſtand diſtinguiſhed 
by in the Primitive Times. Now it is the Pro- 
perty of Credulity, to hurry Men into the Belief 
of Facts without proper Examination; to reject 
nice Diſtinctions and accurate Diſcuſſions : To 
rank under one Head, Things however different, 
provided they reſemble one another at the int 
Glance, and in their moſt friking Circumſtances. 
Since, therefore, the Signs above-mentioned have 
this Property in common with Miracles, of rai/- 
ing Terror and Aſtoniſhment ; I much queſtion, - 
whether Men of their Turn and Caſt of Mind, were 
able to enter ſo minutely into the Pretenſions of 
both, as to admit the one and reject the other; 
whether they would not receive both with the ſame 
profound Awe and Reverence, and hand them 
down to Poſterity under the ſame Title and Cha- 

racter. 


I ſhall conclude the Whole with three Remarks. 
1ſt, How greatly different are the Miracles of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles from the undiſtinguiſh'd 
Medley of the Fathers. There is not one of them 
| Wl BE 
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they inſiſt on, but what plainly intimates the Finger 
of God. They do not appeal to any in Proof of 
their Divine Miſſion, but what are manifeſtly a- 
bove the Capacity of an Evil Spirit to effect. And, 
indeed, nothing could weaken the Intereſt of their 
Cauſe ſo much, as the urging Teſtimonies for the 
Truth of the Religion they were eſtabliſhing, if 
the fame could have been produced with equal 
Strength by their Adverſaries. 


2dly. However unhappy the Fathers were in 
their diſcerning Talent, or whatever Errors their 
Pious Zeal and Inattention to the true Characteriſ- 
tic of Miracles have betrayed them into, their 
Authority in the Tranſmiſſion of the Apoſtolic 
Mritings is not in the leaſt affected. But this Teſti- 
mony of theirs is to be admitted in its full force, 
and does, I think, receive an additional Strength 
from the pious, honeſt Intention of their Princi- 
ples. The Authenticity of thoſe Writings may 
be proved from ſeveral other Conſiderations; but 
the Simplicity and unaffected Practice of thoſe 
Ages is a ftronger Proof of their Genuineſs, than 
if they had been verſed in all the Subtleties and nice 
Diſtinctions of our modern Reaſoners. 


3dly. How weak and unſettled muſt the Foun- 
dation of that Church be, that derives its Ceremo- 
nies and Diſcipline, with a great Part of its Doc- 
trine, from the Erring Principles of a Set of Men, 


who ſwallowed down promiſcuouſiy and without 
| Diſtinction, 
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Diſtinction, every Thing that had but the Appear- 
ance of a Miracle, and recommended by the ſtrong 

Impreſſion it made on the Senſes, without the 


leaſt Title of bearing the Mark and Seal of the 
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